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balance-of-payments difficulties. fn formulating the revlsed lnvestment programme,

it was spe0lficaIly tleclded that the house-bulIding prograrnmo for 1957 w-:,uld not be

restricted. As part of this policy, arrangements were mado with private oredit
institutions to make available sufficient funtls to safeguard the prngramme originally
envisaged for 1957. In addltion ln recent years housing policy has almed at
lncreaslng owner-occupation, thereby reducrng demand on municipalities and housing

associatlons for rentod. dwellings. fn the course .:f L956 further measures have been

taken to encourage ohrner-occupatlon among lower income groups. An additional. subsltty
fron the etate will be given to persons erectlng dwellings withln certain size end

cost llmlts; ln additlon, mortgaBe guaranr,ces may be obtained by such persons from

nunlclpaLitles. To give effoct to these provisions certaln adndnist:ative arrangenents
are necessary, but theso arrangements bad not boen completed by the end of tbe year.

In Spa.in the basis of state financial aid to housj.ng has been altered. Formerly
capltal gtrants were givon but now interest-free loans have been substltuted. The

rea.sons for thls change are first that the forrner policy was rogarded as an e.rtjflcial
nethod of lor..rering the cost of buildrng. SeeondJ-y, it was difflcu.l-u to avoid abuses"

Thi.rdly, w:-th a lar"g;-sca.lq hrli.lding pi'cgra:nme1 the finaacial stlains were co4sirlerable,
and.'it is consldored muoh easler for the state to make -availabLe interest-free loans
than outrlght grants.

In SureCen, by the end of -t,955 officialiy fixed maxiinurn loan vei-ues for houses to bo

financed with state loans urero introduced. As far as multi-dweIllng houses are
concerned., they are expressed ln e. certain amount per square metre net f'loor space,

factors guch as local variatlons of construction costs, size of dwelling units, etc.,
being taken lnto account. As to one- and two-dwellLng houses, the maximurn loan values
are glven in a flxed amount per house. The purpose of the lntroduction of ma,ximum Loan

values ls to keep the increasing cost of house construction under control and to stlmulato
the rationa].ization and decrea.qe of house-building costs, An interesring feature of
recent developments in Swedish housing poliey is the co.-ord-',-nabion of the efforts of
lnd.ivid.ual house-bulldors for ourner-ooci;{)ancy in order to achlezo the beneflts of large-
scaLe production. Certain savings banks" in co-operatlon with l-ocal- au'blorities, bave

Stafted gCheme,q fOr Clgan.i zor! <arings h:' n:,:S.;JCti?O Oramef .CeCUpjefs Of .;ne-d,,r'el ,l-ing hOUSeS
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The largest scheme of thls type was started by the stockholm Savings Bank wblch,
through means of a special fund, in co-operation with the local authorltles of certaln
suburbs of stockholm, is pranning and buildlng some hrrndreds of one-dwelJ"lng houses.
These houses are offered to appllcants who make an agreenent wlth the Bank, accordlng
to which tpey are bound to save withln some few yeals a certain anount as a contrtbutloa
to the flnancing of thelr house. By the end of October 1956, a Governnent Comnlsslon
wlth representatives of the various political partles submltted a report wlth
recomraendations on future housing poricy. iccording to its terns of reference the
commisslon lnvestigated the possibilities of reduelng or even abolishtng the general
subsidies to house const,ruction and of increasing the state support glven in the form
of housing allowances to those groups of the populatlon who were in speciar need of
such aid (for example, famllles with chlldren, ord-age pensioners, disabred persons).
The conunisslon felt that the state financial support to houslng 1n prlnclple should, aot
imply general subsid'izing as a permanent measure. The Commlsslon recornmend.ett that the
relatively smalI subsidles given in the fo::n of supplementary loans wltbout lnterest
and amortization should be aborished. as far as multi-dwe1ling houses to be built flom
July 1957 onwards were eoncerned. As to one- and two-dwelllng houses, ho^rever, lt
felt that there were sti1l reasons to grant supplementary loans in order to stlmurate
households to bulld such houses, which were consldered to be of partieurar value as
dwellings for famllies with children. The rate of interest of the loans given to
houses financed with state assistanee, which is about 3 per cont not^radays, inplles a
subsldy, since r,he rate of lnterest for lcng-term rnortgage loans is now about 5 per oent.
In this connexion the ccmmission felt that a relatively stable rate of interest for
loans to housing was of great importance for the undisturbed progress of bouse oonstruc-
tion' Thus it was thought that there were good. reasons for diroct or lndlrect substdies
ellrrinating the effect of occasionally high market interest rates. the Corunlssion also
recommended a certain reduction in the period of amortlzation of state thircl-mortgage
loans to multi-dwelling houses ancl a. lower'ing of iihe upper limit for the thlrd-mortgage
loans to nunicipal and. co-operative houses, lmplying anong others that the members of
co-operative hcusing associations would have to increase tbeir own contributlons to the
financing of their housing projects. As a result of the reeommondatlons of the
Commisslon, the average rent of newly oonstructed multi-dwe1Ilng houses $roultl increase
by about 15 per cent in i957, and by another 5 per cenr, in 1959. In order to
compensate families with children, at least partJ-y, for those rent increases, the
Commission reoonmended. certain incroases of family houslng allowances. It is for the
time being not lccor,'u to what erbent effect wilL be given to the recomnendations of the
Conmission.
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Iu the Uaited Kl,ngdon the Houslng Subsiilles Aot L956 provlcted for a new subsidles
struoture. the subsltly for looal authorlty dwelllngs for general needs was reduoed.
The reducecl subslaly was €10 por annum for tlwel.llngs up to three storeys (wftn hlgher
rates for hlgher bullttlags), but lt was made clear that tbls was a transltloo"l 63,snng6-
ment and would Last for about a year only. The f,JO general needs subsidy was dluly
wlthctrawn ln l,trovanber 1956, exoept as regards dwelllogs wlth one bedroon; lt was
continued for thls type of dwelllng in order to encourage tbe provlslon of houses for
oJ-d' people and snall famllles. The highest scale of subsldy ls now ip4 per annur for
houses antl flats ta bulLdhgs of less than four storeye (LdtU hlgber rstos for hlgher
butld,lugs) Uufft f,or oocupatloa by fanlltes movtng into aew or erpancled torrns or slmllar
develolneutsr or novlng lato a Local authorlty area to meet the rugeat needs of lndustry.
A sllghtly emaller subsldy, 522.Is. per annum for bouees up to three storeys (uut tue
sane htgher rates for hlgher bulltllngs) ts payabLo for houses provlded by looal
authorltles for slu[ elea]parce or reclevelopmont or rehouslng fanilles from camps or
other uneatlafaetory tempora.ry aoconrnodatlon. All gubsidieo payable uncler the Houslng
Subsldlee .Act 1956 relate to dwelllngs put ln hancl drrrlng or after Novenber 1955, and to
nqglanal and I{ales. Slltilar subsidies legsslatton for Scotlancl is at pre;ent under
eonslderatlon by ParLlament. The gubsldles are Selng reduoed for the same reaso[s aa
ln England and Ualeo, but not to the same ertent slnce houslng needs, lu partlcuLar the
problen of overoro^ldlng, renale very muoh greater.

In Yugoolavla a$ lmportant change wag made at the beglnnlng of the year ln the
633an88!tonts for tbe flnanolng of houslng, wlth the lntroduction of a speclal 10 per oent
contrlbutlon to houslng ftrntls levlect on all wages aud salarles pald by econonio enver-
prlses and aclnlnlstratlve lnstltutlons; the former must deduot thls oontrlbutlon from
profits and the latter must charge tt to thelr buclgets. Thus a tousing funct ls oreated,
in every ool tunity and one-tenth of the anount avallable is paid Lnto a sentral fiucl in
eacb republle. The republlaan funds are uged to,flnance housing of Bartlcular lmBortanoe
ln commrnlties whose or,m firnd.s are lnsufflolent to meet all the needs of the area. Ibere
are conslderotl to be four maln advanteges to a systen of separately accumulatocl bouslng
firnds oonpared witb the o1d systen of allocatlon from pubJ"lc budgets on the basls of
annual plans. Etrgt, a flnanclal counterpart bas been created to the decentrallzatlon of
the responsiblllty for houslng. Seeondlyr flnanolal resources are made avatlable as it
were automatloally ln clireot proportlon to. the nrrmber and lnoone of a1l those enployed. ln
the area. Thlrdly, aa inportant olement of flnancial stablllty has been lntroducecl
whloh makes long-term plannlng of tbo housing developnent of an area posslble. Fourthly
under the new systen publlc ae welL as prlvate lnvestors are obltged to repay }oans
mgde to them.
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Reat noLlov

I\rrnlng nor^r to rent pollcy, there have been no slgntflcant s[nng€s ln eastern
Europe cluring the last year.

In Yugbslavla 1n 1955 and. 1956 rents were lncreaseA to I50 per cent of the 1939
Ievel. Accortltng to the nernr systeml rent ls egtabLisbett on the baslgof floor space
antl oategory of dwelllng antt tncozporated tn a tarlff approved by the cmunlty.
The share of rent ln the famlly budget ts stiJ.I, hourever, under 5 per oent. A deolslon
has been rnade ln prlnclple to ralse rents to an econonlc level but effect wtll not be
glven to thls declslon untll rnore favourable ciroumstances prevail. Tb6 reoent rent
tncreases were accordlngly accompanlert by eorresBondlng luoreasos in wages and ealarles.

In two weetera Eurtpean oountrles, the Unlted l0ngdon andl s.retten, the whole
prlnclples underJ.ylng rent poIloy have been radlcally changed. rn the former, under
the Rent Actsr prlvately-owtred housos below a oertaln rateable value have been subJeat
'to reat restrlctton when let unfurnlsheal. 0f the appro:d.mately 15 nlllion houges in
Great Bnltalnr some 1I.5 nilIlon fall lnto thls oategory. 0f these 5.S ntlllon were
ret unfurnished at controlled rents, and of the remalnder nearly 4.zs nlLllon were ln
olmer-oocupatlon antl about 5001000 were let furnlshett. A BiIl introduced i.n parllanent
ln November 1956 proposes entirc!.y nelt^r arrAngements for the rents and tenure of privateJ.y-
owned rented accorunodation, which means a step ln the dlrectlon of the progresslve

' abolltton of rent oontrol. The BLIl removes from oontrol- 4.zs nllllon houseg
Lu osaer'*oooupatton and an5r housee wh:lcl: i;t any tJ.uro hcaeofr:.q: may fall
vaoant. In addltlon, the llmits of the rateable value below whlch the Rent Aots
operate are lotrered, resulttng 1n the release of a further BOOTOOO houses from oontrol.
The rente of houses which wlII renaln in control ln England ancl Walee w111 be lncreased
subjoot to Llmits related to th.e gross rental value and provtctetl tbe houee 1s or 1g
about to be put ln good repalr. In Sootland, rent lncreases wil1 be glven by way of
repalrs lncreaseg peudlng a proJeoted, revision of valuatlons.

In Sweden there has been a radical cbange of prlnclple but so far ltttle change tn
fact. In the spring of 1956 Parllanent declded that certaln steps should be taken ln
favour of a progresstve abolltlon of rent control. Ibe. Government was authorlzed to
declde whether rent oontrol. could be abollsbed 1n dlstrtcts where houolng shortago ls
thought to be less severe than ia othor urban areas.

I
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In three other western Eropean countrles thore have been furbhor slgnlficant
steps tor^rards the liberallzatlon of rent control al.ong llnes already decideit upon ln
the past. In Western Germany tho Sooond Housing Law also abollshed the rent cetltng
for dwelllngs built wlth publlc financial assistance under the soclaI housing soheme

ancl aLlotnts rents to oover crrrent erq)enses. Thls ls deslgnoil to make houslng more

attractlve to prlvate capltaI. However, to ensure rents wtthln tho capacity to pay

of the lower lncone groups of the populatlon, most of the Tsncler have flxed thts r6nt
at a narlmum cf D[,] 1,65 and at DI,I.120 tn the case of lq,rer lacome groups. To avold
harcl.ohlps, eoonomteally wea.k persons may be granted rent allonarrceg. In the Netherlands
perloallc rent lncros,ges hare been permlttetl ln respect of, pre-war rents ancl tbese rent
lnoreaseg have been ooupensated for by wage Lncreases or by tax reduations. A fi:rther
lnorease 1n rmts by 25 per cent of the present leveI aa from I July 1957 has been

recelvlng parllamentary oonelderatton. It is the lntentlon that thls rent increase, lf
authorlzed, wlII aleo be acconpanledt by a wage oompeusatton. In Spaln rents have been

frozen glnoe 1937 but vartous lncreages have been authorlzetl slnce that date by
governnent order. Ehese lncreasee rangedl fron 30 per cent 1a alL for the oLcler houses

to 15 per oent for post-L936 dweLllngs. Anencltug leglslatlon ln 1955 provldecl for
further increaseg ag fron 1 January 1957, varylng from 30 to 50 per oent, to take effeot
ln thrae sucoegstve half-years. Now lottlngs for oltl houses or new ttwollings bullt
wlthout state ald are not subject to rent restrictlon cther than provision for appeal

agalnst posslblo abuse by lanttlords. Rents of ttwelllngs bullt wlth state ald are
pub1lc1y controlled having regard to the capltal cost and a roasonabLe return ou prlvato
oapttal enployed. Ihe 1955 Act also provldes for generaL rent reviors to take effect
every five years 1n the 1lebt of tho 1eve1 of tho cost of 1ivlng.
Technical policv

fn the sphore of govorrunont technlcaL polloy thero have been no major changes ln
western Iurope. fn the USffi. there have been lmportant developments. Ihe slxbh five-
year plan lays dor.rn that the cost of bulldlng shoultt be reduced by uot less than 20 por

cent durlng the flve-year perlod. Among measures betng takon are the attoptton of large-
soaLe standard h:use p1ans, and a further d.rivo towards the lndustriatlzatlon of bulLding

and slmpllfioatlon of archltecture. The house plans are stanClarcllzed on a two-, three-
and four- room basts. Clrculatlon space ls t,o be reduced, and also ceillng heights from

3 m to 2.7 a. The trend ls away from hlgh flats towards three-, four- and flve-storey
builittnger arld ln srnall tot.ms and faotory settlements one antl two-storoy buildlngs, these

having been found more economlo.
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Torm aqd country rlannlne and land polioy
So far as tol^rn and country planning and land policy ls coneerned, in Western

Germany after several years of prellmlnary study, a comprehenslvo Fecteral Arffafng
Iaw has been prepared. .A.ccording to thls r,aw the munlclpalities wirr be charged
wlth the clrawlng up of plans for buildlng tlevelopment for thelr distrlcts and to
reallze their lnplementation. There ls provlslon for regulatlons with respeot to
the transfer of land, developnent, compulsory purchase and eompensatlon. The new
Law also tleals r.rith urbaa re-adjustment, demarcatlon and oonsolidatlon of sites.
These land regulatlons are the prerequlsite to the oamylng out of rnaster plans.
Inclutled also are anendlng provislons in regard to compulsory 1aad purohases for tor.m
plannlng. The repealing of prlce llnlts is closeLy connected wlth the regulau.ons.
Apart fron thls, a speoial Act provides that any rtses ln land prlces to be e:rpooted
as a oonseguenoe of the proposod repeallng of prlce llnitatloa regulatlon shal1 be
oounteracted'. It ls lntended to erert a pressure on c[rners of deveJ-oped land to
bulld' thelr our houses on thelr land or to selL the land to would-be builders. In
the case of oornpulsorxr purchases, the compensatlon shall be fixed on the basls of the
cument value. In lreland 1956 saw the emergence ln lts flnal stages of a ctrafb
Totrn Plan for Dublln clty whlch wi1I, by zonlng the clty area accordlng to permittetl
use, faeilltate the plannlng and implementation of the oityrs houslng programme. In
Italy a law ts undsr oonsid.eration by Parllanent relatlng to the acquisitlon of builcllng
land for the construction of social housing. tr\Ethermore, tn order to seoure a better
co-ordiuatlon between the dwelllng constructlon with the aid of the state antt torpn
plannlng, a oertaln number of communes have been obliged to draw up local- plans on the
basis of a Tor"m Plannlng Law promulgated in L942. Slnce the elaboratlon of suoh plans
io, hor,rever, llkeIy to take some time, the Mlnistry of Rrblic works has taken tho
lnitlatlve to oo-ord.lnats the aetlvity of the varlous lnstltutions whioh erect dwelJ-ings
with the aid' of the State. These lnstitutlons now bulld thelr dwe]Ilngs on tbe basls of
ad hoo DLans ln oollaboratlon r^rith the conmunal authorlttes whlch are responslble for the
supply of pubIlc services. A new feature 1n thls oonnexlon is that not only ttwolllngs
but also community bulldlngsrsueh as schools and hospltals, are being bullt so as to
create ful1y-senrl ced" communities.

Admlal s0ratlve ehanees

E[nal1y, there have been significant adrnlnlstratlve ohanges ln five gountrles.
In Belglum, the Natlonal l{ouslng Instltute has beon oreated by the Ian+ of 2T June 1956
and its main purpose ls to concentrate certaln efforts ln the fleld of houstng whlob up
to nold were dlspersed. fh,e fnstltute ls charged with keeplng a pernntrent tnventory

)
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of the housing needs of the population and with studying the posslbllittes of
satlsfytng these needs, with ensuring the loeatlon ln aecord.ance with eoonomic and

social need of new dwelllngs to be bu1lt with the aid of public authorities, wlth
carrylng out various teohnlcal studies, partlcularly those which may result in a

d.ecrease of building costs, includlng the experlmental bu1ldlng of dr^ro]Ilngs. ft
wouId. appear that the new legislation means a step 1n the direction of a more oomBre-

hensive apBroach to varlous aspeets of houslng and of creattng a more active and,

independent lnstltutlon for thls pulpose, It is lntorestlng to note, for example,

that the Instltute can deal lrith such premlses as sch3ole and. other social servlcag

and also wlth the equlpnent of houslng, for example, furnlturs.
In PoLand durlng 1956 lmportant measures were taken to ro-organize the dlvlelon

of responsibiuty for the executlon of construction and partlcularly houslng prcgralnmes

between the central admlnistration and local'bodiru. Generally the offect of the

steps taken has been to shed to loca1 bodies responsibil-iby for the detalled oxecutlon

of housing and. other construction. Such a sheddlng of powers was from the outset

envisaged as soorl as lt was considered. that sufflclont erperienoe and efficienoy had

been created at local leve1s to justify more lndependence and responslbillty. In
future, the loca1 governments will bo respcnstbie for the detailed planning and executlon

of housing prograrrunes within tho framework of the general budgetary and general economlo

plannlng control exercised by the central adrntnistrration. The regionali- unlts of Zor,
+,he State construetion booy, will function under the direction of the local governments.

.A.Isor the role of these units has been ertended under sone lcrlal governnents to enbrace

the erection of social- buildings such as sctrools, eto.o ln existing esbates antl not only

tn neu housing ost,ates as formerly. The central administration of Zcv will in future

act only ln a general advisory capaclty. The dovolution uf executive work to the local
leve1 has enabled pru:ring of the ceniral adminlstrat,lon which will retain only broad

supervlsory functions. In consequence, three rainlsbrles d.ealing with houslng, other

construction and production of buildlng materials have been amalgamated.

In Turkey plans are being lald down and legislation being prepared for the

establishment of a natlonal houslng agency, probably wlthin tho Mtnlstry of Hrbllo llorks,

and a national building research and documentatlon centre, I'he maln tasks of the

nattonal housing agency are expected to be: the formu.Lation of housing leglslatlon
for presentation to Parllament; the assessment or' housing requirement,s, both quantita-

tively and qualitatively; the preparatlon of short and. icng-term horising programes,
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reoommendlng as necessary the allocatlon of funds, materlals, labour (lnclutltng
technlcaL supervlsory staff)r and equipnent; the admlnistration of a fiaanclal ald
ploglanme for houslng. The bullding research and documentatlon centre is expectetl
to camy out the normal functlons in this fielcl, and in partlcular: practlcal
research on locally available builcltng materials and the types of mechantoal egullment
and conlpnentg whieh should be lnporteil; lmprovement of tlwerrlng destgn, types of
clwelllngs and conetructlon; standardization of builtltng materlals, components and
dwelllng types; documentatlon and dlssenlnatlon of iuformatlon.

In the USffi aleo tbere 1s a trend tor^rards decentrallzation. A neur systen of
planning has been introduoed ln Moscow, Leningrad, Tashkent and Baku. Sums for
investment for house constructiou and community faciltties, includ.lng education,
recreatlon and communal buildlngs ln these to^ms, are now for tbe nost part aLlooated
by tbe executive oommlttees of the local soviets, whlch prace orders for these types
of buildlng' Und.er the looal soviets-a comprehensive bulId.lng organlzatlon hae been
developed' As a resulttpuns or secSors of tor^nrs axe now belng constructed as self-
contained residential areas equipped with every klnd of serrrice. Ilom the beglnnlng
of 1957 it is lntendecl to lntroduco sitrtllar arrangements 1n flve more rarge oltles.
In additlon three of the largest etlritals and tovrns of the Bepublles of the USffi now
have authority to draw up co-ordlnated housing plans on the basls of IocaI needs.

fn Yugoslavia, as=is knom, decentrallzatlon in responsibility for houslng questlons,
as in other seotors of the economy, has been a marked feature for some yesxs. Ttrere ig
now some trend away from this extreme decentrallzation, at least ln so far as houslng
pollcles and over-alL houslng plannlng ls concerned. A Federal councll for conrnunar
matters, with particlpation by the interested technicaL and professlonal bo6ies and
rmnlclpalitles, was estobllshed in Ju.Iy 1956 for the purpose of recommendlng houslng
and related legislatton to the Government. rt ls to function in elose co-operatlon
with the .Admlnlstrative Body for Conrrunal and Town Planning, whlch was ln the course of
formatlon ln the second half of f956. Sirullar councils wlth separate secretariats and
adnlntstrative bodies have beon or were belng established on the republtcan 1evel. A
Houslng Congress wlth very wid.e participatlon of lntorestecl technical and professlonal
organlzatlons and municipa].ltles was held in Mqy 1956 in LjublJana. The conolusions
uhlcb emerged were expeoted to have a strong influenoe on houslng poIlcy both on the
natlonal and republican level and relate to such fundamental questlons as the level of
lnvestment in houslng, the prornotlon of houslng co-operatlves and prlvate house-bulldlngr
and the lnprovement of houslng r'e"ragement. A Centre for the Improvement of Buildlng,

t
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tantamount to a natlonal research and documentatlon centre, was eetabllshed. wlthin the

Fed.eral &rildlng Charnber. An active and praetlcal programmo of work ln thls field was

put ln hand, in whieh feature such questlons as standardizatloa of materials ancl

components, types of dweI11ngs; constructton methods ancl reduotlon of bulldlng oosts;

soope and clegree of mechanization antl prefabrioatlonl co-ordlnatlon of work of various

researoh lnstitutes; and documentatlon activitles, lncludlng a permanent e:chibltlon
of butldlng naterials and construotlon.

sEcTIoN 3. ssne eouoluqlols(I)
Ihe fo}lotdng appear to be tho maln conclustons whlcb can be drarrn fron aa

exerninattou of houslngtentls and. changes 1n housing pollcy ln Europe la 1956.

(1) whlle tbere bas boen gorne inerease 1n the rate of house oonstruotlon ln
Etrope as a whole ln 1956 compared with 1955, the rate of increase bas been

less than ln earlter years. In nost countries tho level of house

constructlon does not seem to be adequate ln relation to a modest assessmeut

of requlrements, despite the considerable efforts being made almost everywbere

ln Europe. 3.s ls perhaps to be expected, the situatlon ls least favourable

ln the countries whlch are less well placed economically and technicalJ-y to
step up sharply the Level of house constructj.on. At the same time it
sbould be noted that the group of eastern European oountries, where ln the

maln slnce the war the Ieve1 of houslng aotivlty has been partie.ularly low

1n relation to requirernents, marked efforts are now belng made to lncrease

ttrastlcally the leve1 of constructlin;
(fi1 one of the prlnclpal und.erlying difficulties is the continued upper novement

of buildlng prices and costs in neariy all eountries, whloh has not so far
been compensated by any slgniflcant upward rnovement ln bullding protluctlvity;

(111) taklng Europe as a whoIe, thero bave been no slgniflcant shanges ln the

r[anBo]rer sltuation. This mears that there is stll-l a shortage of labor.tr, and

particularly skllJ-ed labour, 1n a number of countrles;
(fv) in the sphere of the financing of housing there have been changes or develop-

ments in a good. mary countries durlng the year. This can be partly accounted

for by an intenslficatlon of inflatlonary pressure but ln some countrlee at

least lt ls attributable to a grovring realizatlon of the neod for a more

fundamental re-appraisal of housing policy. One developnent ln thls
counexlon bas been a tendency to revlse subsldy systenrs in the direction of

(f) / In tholr present form these coneluslons should be regarded as highly tentatlve
and prlmarily as a basis for dlscusslon. !t 1s hopod tc eri:ive at more fuLly
worked out concluslo:ls ln the final 'rers1c,&/
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reduelag general subsidles ln favour of subslclles aad grants to partioular
soelal oategorles. In the Scandinavlan oountries, the United Kingdom and,
to a lesser exlent, Weotern Gerrnany, thts ls partly due to the dlsappearanoe
of the nore sertous forms of housing shortage. Parallel to thls deveJ.opment' there bas been a trentl in several countrles ln both eaetern and western
Europe tc deerease tbe role of publlc house-bulldtng and stlmulate the
contrlbutlon of prlvate borrslng. In western Europe thls has been particularly
the casa ln the Netberlancls, Spaln ancl the Unttedt Klrgdom. fn easter1
Durope the gane trend oan be seen, ooupled lirlth olgnlficant state a1d ln
almost all these countries;

(v) there has been no change ln rent pollcy 1n eastern Europe, the trencl
tcffarcls llberallzatlon of rent oontrol ln wester,n E\rrope coutlnuecl. In
Sreden ancl the Unltect l(lngdon the measures taken can be regardecl as a
funtlamental ch*,uge in the underlylng prlnclpLes of rent pollcy, deslgnect
ulttnately to abollsh rent oontrol;

(vl) 1n a ntrmber of co'antries there were obanges ln the atlnlnlsbrative systen
tleslgued either to promote greater decentrallzatlon of authorlty, as 1rr

Poland or the. USffi; to tmprove the system of contlnuous researoh lnto ancl

revlow of houslng poIlcy, as 1n Belglun, furkey and Yugosravla, or to
co-ord,lnate houslng aotlvtties and tor.m and oountry pLannlng measures, as

la Italy and :Jestern Germany.


